
Number of surveyed items by 
State ACT NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA Total 

% of 
Total 

Rubbish 

PLASTIC 

Plastic bags                     

chips & confectionary 196 6272 0 2022 2656 487 4066 918 16617 4.8% 

food 41 1228 0 638 280 20 858 206 3272 0.9% 

garbage/rubbish 239 2379 7 2069 1490 346 1758 926 9215 2.7% 

supermarket/retail 74 1595 25 1124 325 89 1348 233 4813 1.4% 

other  0 183 8 756 22 8 124 113 1214 0.4% 

Total Plastic bags 550 11658 40 6609 4774 950 8153 2396 35130 10.2% 

Plastic bottles/containers                     

automotive oils 0 504 0 86 1215 8 38 9 1860 0.5% 

food (sauces etc) 12 485 0 163 57 12 355 134 1218 0.4% 

milk 6 401 11 407 65 35 220 90 1234 0.4% 

laundry/cleaning 1 94 0 73 6 5 44 34 257 0.1% 

PET drink containers 111 5992 65 1414 177 118 2216 837 10930 3.2% 

fruit juice 33 1647 20 1143 96 137 1055 230 4362 1.3% 

non PET containers 9 587 0 271 51 69 246 81 1314 0.4% 

other  0 70 18 512 28 11 41 18 698 0.2% 

Total Plastic bottles/containers 172 9780 114 4069 1695 395 4215 1433 21873 6.3% 

Plastic miscellaneous                     

bottle caps & lids 177 4705 0 4118 640 480 3253 635 14007 4.1% 

cigarette lighters 18 350 2 378 20 27 152 46 993 0.3% 

cling wrap 14 969 0 621 728 405 835 315 3887 1.1% 

packaging 67 1311 27 762 303 91 728 245 3534 1.0% 

containers (ice cream etc) 3 624 0 314 53 80 134 109 1317 0.4% 

cutlery/cups/utensils 12 782 0 388 200 38 339 166 1925 0.6% 

disposable nappies 0 162 0 66 6 20 73 22 349 0.1% 

fishing equipment 0 379 8 225 98 10 99 16 835 0.2% 

toys and sporting equipment 10 229 0 182 24 24 128 100 697 0.2% 

plastic crates (milk etc) 1 105 0 69 1 1 33 13 223 0.1% 

plastic rope 20 136 0 205 40 45 131 26 603 0.2% 

pvc piping 0 120 0 111 43 111 121 430 936 0.3% 

sanitary pads/surgical dressing 2 99 0 33 10 2 23 16 185 0.1% 

six-pack rings/wrapping 24 219 0 152 34 23 185 82 719 0.2% 

straws 51 3430 0 1282 449 94 1105 424 6835 2.0% 

tapes/straps/fastenings 26 409 0 543 31 28 200 140 1376 0.4% 

other 18 661 11 320 631 52 710 595 2998 0.9% 

Total Plastic miscellaneous 443 14689 48 9769 3311 1531 8250 3379 41419 12.0% 

TOTAL PLASTIC 1165 36126 202 20447 9779 2876 20618 7208 98421 28.5% 



POLYSTRENE 

cups/plates 30 1020 7 317 114 74 704 89 2355 0.7% 

fast food containers 29 1730 0 689 160 129 875 352 3963 1.1% 

packaging 21 553 0 452 132 88 370 193 1810 0.5% 

pieces 115 1621 8 944 62 57 714 196 3718 1.1% 

other  0 102 0 68 47 1 43 34 295 0.1% 

TOTAL POLYSTYRENE 195 5025 15 2470 515 349 2706 864 12140 3.5% 

GLASS 

alcoholic beverage bottles 147 9192 182 5831 1896 1775 6969 1347 27338 7.9% 

food jars 3 300 0 145 22 39 154 97 760 0.2% 

pieces 694 4383 328 4521 1394 529 3572 1971 17392 5.0% 

soft drink bottles 81 3326 35 1734 140 354 1879 557 8105 2.3% 

fruit juice bottles 10 816 0 635 50 122 534 122 2290 0.7% 

light globe 0 47 0 8 5 5 19 5 89 0.0% 

other  1 22 0 457 31 98 113 10 733 0.2% 

TOTAL GLASS 936 18086 545 13331 3538 2923 13240 4108 56708 16.4% 

RUBBER 

condoms 5 676 13 156 16 250 184 13 1313 0.4% 

gloves 7 199 0 135 38 61 185 108 733 0.2% 

thongs/shoes 5 390 0 297 23 38 85 58 896 0.3% 

tyres 8 332 1 237 502 99 205 24 1407 0.4% 

other 0 75 0 77 79 10 36 39 316 0.1% 

TOTAL RUBBER 25 1672 14 902 658 457 694 242 4664 1.4% 

PAPER 

bags 9 1252 0 769 158 173 1235 282 3876 1.1% 

boxes 21 489 10 339 169 60 406 156 1650 0.5% 

cigarette packets 67 1632 0 795 186 154 1112 225 4170 1.2% 

cups 23 780 0 444 113 53 380 182 1976 0.6% 

drink cartons 45 925 12 497 94 63 469 204 2309 0.7% 

milk cartons 11 345 2 224 116 23 253 160 1135 0.3% 

egg cartons 4 70 0 19 2 2 35 4 136 0.0% 

fast food packaging 21 1779 0 1658 349 106 812 299 5024 1.5% 

napkins & tissues 19 1182 0 860 402 124 1256 182 4025 1.2% 

newspapers/books/magazines 26 1236 0 556 420 39 707 215 3200 0.9% 

large paper  7 310 0 236 44 212 186 175 1170 0.3% 

small paper 302 5344 23 2133 1652 131 2916 1427 13926 4.0% 



wine casks 0 135 20 73 1 13 59 21 321 0.1% 

other  0 158 0 196 222 21 142 28 767 0.2% 

TOTAL PAPER 555 15637 67 8798 3928 1174 9968 3558 43684 12.7% 

METAL / ALUMINIUM 

Metal/aluminium cans                     

aerosol 4 452 12 203 14 14 152 38 888 0.3% 

alcoholic beverage 495 5403 3206 4304 188 1130 5566 1612 21904 6.3% 

soft drink 199 4588 67 1970 262 597 2532 762 10975 3.2% 

food 1 155 0 116 3 35 215 115 640 0.2% 

other  0 55 0 666 10 19 145 67 961 0.3% 

Total Metal/aluminium cans 699 10653 3285 7258 477 1795 8609 2593 35369 10.2% 

Metal/aluminium miscellaneous                   

appliances 2 76 0 15 4 0 19 17 133 0.0% 

bottle caps 72 3015 0 2171 321 248 1625 589 8040 2.3% 

construction materials 8 1160 2 399 42 19 560 198 2388 0.7% 

foil/confectionary wrappers 62 4366 0 1862 601 158 1549 786 9384 2.7% 

forty-four gallon drums 0 14 1 9 4 3 33 1 65 0.0% 

paint tins 2 74 0 29 2 1 55 12 175 0.1% 

large metal pieces 2 358 2 148 479 54 148 30 1221 0.4% 

pipe 14 79 6 31 12 4 30 14 189 0.1% 

small metal pieces 10 162 5 120 1103 84 327 77 1888 0.5% 

wire  1 222 0 63 619 39 154 134 1232 0.4% 

other 1 64 5 42 46 11 59 9 237 0.1% 
Total Metal/aluminium 
miscellaneous 174 9590 21 4888 3232 621 4558 1866 24950 7.2% 

TOTAL METAL / ALUMINIUM 873 20243 3306 12146 3709 2416 13167 4459 60319 17.5% 

WOOD 

construction materials 7 1767 4 487 226 50 482 100 3123 0.9% 

ice cream sticks 37 1092 0 548 238 60 534 142 2651 0.8% 

pieces 12 402 0 160 66 36 246 92 1013 0.3% 

bottle corks 4 121 0 66 11 6 81 27 316 0.1% 

other  0 302 2 41 68 0 128 6 547 0.2% 

TOTAL WOOD 60 3684 6 1302 608 152 1471 366 7650 2.2% 

MISCELLANEOUS 

batteries 2 64 0 48 12 5 42 13 186 0.1% 

car/machinery parts 21 235 3 112 19 46 95 43 574 0.2% 

carpet 1 150 0 43 4 13 60 21 292 0.1% 

ceramics 38 364 0 96 47 13 179 37 773 0.2% 



cigarette butts  231 18105 0 12294 3516 1607 9417 8984 54153 15.7% 

clothing 8 450 0 347 85 83 303 103 1379 0.4% 

e-waste 4 127 0 36 5 3 20 15 210 0.1% 

food scraps 4 500 0 177 191 40 313 156 1380 0.4% 

furniture 2 114 4 30 7 12 120 26 314 0.1% 

shopping trolleys 6 215 1 60 1 8 57 16 364 0.1% 

syringes 24 538 25 77 12 1 55 20 752 0.2% 

other  12 372 1 216 184 115 149 88 1136 0.3% 

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS 353 21233 34 13535 4082 1946 10810 9522 61514 17.8% 

GRAND TOTAL 4161 121706 4189 72931 26817 12293 72675 30327 345099 100.0% 
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