During the financial year of 2025, Clean Up Australia volunteers continued to
e unite against litter by taking to their streets, beaches, parks, bushland and
waterways to Clean Up.

Over o million volunteers joined us ocross 12,242 Clean Up events nationally 238 37 476750 2 047 TOP 10 LITTER CATEGORIES AS A PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL LITTER SURVEYED
in FY25. The Litter Report FY25 is a snapshot of litter removed by Clean Up 3 ,3 5 6, 5 0
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Report is based on a count of litter items from 359 surveyed locations t
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(304 locations in FY24). *FY24 participation figures exclude Drumstick event registrations for comparison purposes. 1 4 LA LIS S LRl e The order of the top 10 grouped items has
changed little since last year's survey with
»,~ soft plastics, non-food packaging including
2 8 NON-FOOD PACKAGING 30.4% 27.5% 2.8% cigarette butts and beverage containers
leading counts. VIC is one of three states
A l TY TT 3 alongside TAS and WA) in which soft plastic
MAJOR TYPES OF LITTER REPORTED 3 é BEVERAGE CONTAINERS 16.3% 16.3% 0.0% ialongs outweigh d WA In oCkoginG,
NOTABLE CHANGES - as a category. With the commencement
NATIONAL FY25 FY24 DIFF. of the national voluntary soft plastics
4 FOOD PACKAGING 11.8% 1.6% 0.2% scheme in December 2025, soft plastics as
a percentage of overall litter counts could
SOFT PLASTIC 32.2% 35.2% -2.9% N INCREASE decrease in future but have only decreased
5 HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 3.7% 4.4% -0.7% by 2.9% from FY24.
Q_ﬁ ALL OTHER PLASTIC . 29.4% 24.8% 4.7% All Other Plastics 4.7% Although VIC's Contoirjer Deposit Scheme
Glass 0.5% 6 BEVERAGE LITTER 2.7% 2.7% 0.1% (2C0[2>§)QOS been Opetro.tmglstltncel NO\l/erk?ber
J , beverage container litter levels have
&~ HARD PLASTIC 19.5% 19.4% 0.1% remained on par with last year, representing
7 CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 1.2% 0.6% 0.5% 16.3% of all litter counts.
Packaging overall [non-food, beverage
METAL | 7e% 8.1% -0.4% |
V' DECREASE containers and food] represents 58.5% of
8 E-WASTE 0.6% 0.6% 0.1% all litter reported in the state throughout
FY25. Urgent regulatory reforms are needed
GLASS B 45% 4.0% 0.5% . . .
Soft Plastic 2.9% to effectively manage packaging waste.
Paper/Cardboard 1.5% 9 CLOTHING 0.5% 0.3% 01% Sanitary items have moved from seventh to
A - - _p ’ tenth place, decreasing by 0.1%.
PAPER/CARDBOARD | 3% 5.1% 15% 9
0% 7 Tlo% Miscellaneous 0.5% 3 . .
10 ) SANITARY ITEMS 0.3% 0.4% -0.1%
MISCELLANEOUS | AL 16% -0.5%
— UNCHANGED
RUBBER B os% 0.7% 0.2%
Hard Plastic TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL LITTER ITEMS AS A PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL LITTER SURVEYED
E-WASTE | osx 0.6% 0.1% Metal
Rubber
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Cigarette butts are the most littered item in
Plastics represent 81.1% of all counted litter (794% in FY24). 1 . T BT e S VKQ:' having moved into first position from
second place in FY24, with an increase of
‘ SOFT PLASTICS — 3.8%. Soft plastics packets and wrappers
20.3% 28.5% -8.2% P P PP
2 F PACKETS, WRAPPERS ° ° have dropped to second position with a
; decrease of 8.2%.
2 PLASTIC BAGS — FOOD,
LITTER DISTRIBUTION 3 e RETAIL, GARBAGE 2.3% 6.2% 3.0% 1E’lostifc bo%s hol\'/]e moved into t?isrg;osition
9 rom fourth, with an increase o 6
BY SITE TYPE 120 28% el
despite lightweight plastic bags banned in
4 ALUMINIUM BEVERAGE CANS 6.0% 6.5% -0.4% VIC since 2019. VIC has been slow to move
on heavyweight plastic bags and has not
100 20% o o Tkl Sivatin Lt indicated a date for phase-out. Aluminium
° o Of fotat State Litter 5 PLASTIC BEVERAGE BOTTLES 5.8% 5.8% -0.1% beverage cans have slightly reduced by
(7] 0.4% from FY24, moving into fourth position
u Park from third. Plostic straws have moved into
I 80 B River/Creek 6 ELL‘IA1§ETI\I|(S:I[<S)°D CONTAINERS 4.1% 3.8% 0.3% the top 10 individual items list, taking over
3 15% B CoostalBeach from gurdle(sj/mi\c/lr(ozplolititc)s. Plostzig;?’trows
oastal/Beac were banned in in February :
x S T
w60 B rublic Bushland 7 GLASS BEVERAGE BOTTLES 3.6% 30% 0.6% They remain in the state's litter stream,
] highlighting the persistent nature of plastic
§ 10% B Roadside litter in the environment.
o e Footpath 8 TAKEAWAY COFFEE CUPS 3.4% 3.0% 0.4%
School Ground/Campus
20 B outdoor Public Transport
*Small di ies i
pereentoges are due to M Other 10 PLASTIC STRAWS 20% 17% 0.3%
rounding errors. 0% . National Park




